Winooski Housing Commission Meeting
Monday, November 22, 2021, at 6 PM
l

Attend online: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86540348174

l

Attend by phone: 1 646 558 8656

l

Use Meeting ID: 865 4034 8174

l

Attend in person: Winooski City Council (27 West Allen Street - masks & 6' distancing
required)

I. Call to Order
Documents:
Housing Commission Memorandum 2021.11.22.pdf
II. Public Comment
III. Approve Previous Meeting Minutes
https://www.winooskivt.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/_10252021-869
IV. Council Update
Presented by Councilor Jim Duncan, Housing Commission Council Liaison
V. City Updates
Presented by Heather Carrington, Housing Commission Staff Liaison
VI. Review Housing Goal Update 11/15 City Council Discussion
Documents:
Housing Goal Update 2021.11.15.pdf
VII. Housing Quality Discussion - Overview of Applicable Municipal Code and
Residential Inspection Checklist
Documents:
Winooski Municipal Code Chapter 9 Housing.pdf
Winooski Municipal Code Chapter 17 Public Building Registry.pdf
Winooski Residential Inspection Checklist.pdf
VIII. Municipal ARPA Funding - HTF Discussion
IX. Scheduling Look Ahead – December & January Meetings
X. Adjourn

VIII. Municipal ARPA Funding - HTF Discussion
IX. Scheduling Look Ahead – December & January Meetings
X. Adjourn

Memorandum
11/22/21
To: Housing Commissioners
From: Heather Carrington, Community and Economic Development Officer
RE: November Housing Commission Meeting

Review Housing Goal Update
City Council received the first housing goal update on the FY22 strategic housing priorities at their
meeting on November 15th. The update memo has been included in your materials. Housing
Commission Chair, Robert Millar, and Council Liaison, Jim Duncan, attended and participated in the
discussion.
There was a robust conversation about housing issues in Winooski driven in large part by comments
from the public. Public concerns reflected many of the issues recently and currently being discussed
by the Commission. Specifically, residents were concerned about housing quality issues, the need for
multi-bedroom housing for larger families, and the need for changes to zoning to remove arbitrary
barriers to construction of much needed new housing. Staff will provide an overview of the Housing
Update, with Robert Millar and Councilor Duncan to provide their comments on the discussion. For
those who wish to watch the complete discussion, the video recording of the City Council meeting is
available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2rceRrBoeU . The Housing Update starts at about
49:52 in the recording.

Housing Quality Discussion - Overview of Municipal Code and Residential Inspection Checklist
The Housing Commission work plan for this year calls for the Commission to “Evaluate housing quality
in Winooski.” Fire Chief and Director of Code Enforcement, John Audy, and Equity Director, Yas
Gordon joined the Commission to kick off the discussion at the October meeting. As was discussed,
the Equity Audit of Winooski will contain recommendations for improving housing equity in the city.
With the audit projected to be complete in January, and an FY22 Council priority for staff to “Update
Public Building Ordinance”, it will be important for the Housing Commission to be well prepared to
participate in making recommendations for ordinance changes. Winooski Municipal Code Chapter 9
covers Housing and Chapter 17 covers the Public Building Registry. Both have been included in the
packet for your review. In addition, the Winooski Residential Inspection Checklist that Chief Audy

referenced at our last meeting is included for review. Familiarity with these documents will assist the
Housing Commission as we prepare to dive further into evaluating housing quality in Winooski, and
make recommendations for potential change.

Municipal ARPA Funding - HTF Discussion
The Housing Commission FY22 work plan calls for the Housing Commission to “Identify
Potential Funding Streams for the Housing Trust Fund.” The influx of federal funding from the
American Recovery Plan Act (ARPA) creates a moment of opportunity to address housing
needs both at a municipal and a statewide level. The City will be in receipt of ARPA funds
totaling $2,192,294.25, and has received half of the full disbursement equaling $1,096,147 todate. The remaining installment will be received next year. The Mayor and staff have begun
outlining a proposed process to prioritize ARPA funding allocations which will include robust
community feedback, Commission support and staff guidance. Each of the Winooski
Commissions will be asked to provide feedback and recommendations in the coming months.
As discussed at the October Housing Commission meeting, a portion of the municipal ARPA funds
could be allocated to the Housing Trust Fund. The Commission expressed support for using ARPA
funds for this purpose. ARPA allocated funds are required to be fully spent out by December 31st,
2026. In order to meet the deadline for fully spending the funds if allocated to the HTF, it will likely be
necessary to develop a discrete program to ensure the full spend. Based on discussions about housing
equity and housing quality issues in Winooski, the Commission may wish to consider advocating for
ARPA funds to be used as HTF grants to address housing equity and quality. One option would be to
create a grant program for sound mitigation. The urgency of sound mitigation has been a priority
topic in our community, and the plan for federal sound mitigation funding is inadequate. A
disproportionate number of Winooski homes are directly impacted by being in the Burlington
International Airport flight path. While municipal ARPA funds could only cover a small percentage of
homes, the grant guidelines could potentially prioritize:
 homes in the higher decibel contours
 households with children
 survivors of trauma
 traditionally marginalized community members
This is just one example of a potential use of municipal ARPA funds. There are many possibilities, so
please come to the meeting with your ideas about how the local ARPA funds could be utilized to
support housing goals in Winooski.

Memorandum
To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Mayor Lott and City Council
Heather Carrington, Community and Economic Development Officer
Winooski Housing Commission
November 15, 2021
FY22 Policy Priorities and Strategy Update: HOUSING

Per the Council adopted 2021-2022 Policy Priorities and Strategies and the accompanying
monitoring plan, we present the first goal update on Housing. Below you will find a chart of the adopted
strategies, a narrative of the updates, as well as actions the Council can expect over the next few months.

Council Priorities
Key
= proceeding as planned

= started but not proceeding well

= proceeding but slower than
planned

= not started yet

POLICY
Area
Policy Goal
Housing Ensure a mix of quality housing that
(H)
maintains and enhances Winooski’s
unique sense of place and supports the
needs of the entire community.

Implementation - Effort or Intended
Outcome
Priorities
Status
Identify potential funding
streams for the Housing Trust
Fund
Evaluate effectiveness of
Housing Trust Fund in addressing
Master Plan housing goals, and
identify areas for policy changes
Implement Champlain Housing
Trust development agreement
and support construction of
Butternut Station
Update Public Building Registry
Ordinance
Evaluate Housing quality in
Winooski (defined as health and
safety of housing)
Assist Housing Commission with
policy work

Update on Priority Housing Efforts
Identify potential funding streams for the Housing Trust Fund
A Housing Trust Fund (HTF) was established by City Council Resolution on Monday, January 7th, 2019.
As written and approved, the resolution allocated the full amount of the Housing Improvement Loan
Program funds (appx. $348,000) to the Housing Trust Fund, with the Housing Improvement Loan
Program to operate with a portion of the funds under the umbrella of the Housing Trust Fund.
Recognizing that $348,000 is a very limited fund, City Council prioritized staff and Housing Commission
work to identify potential funding streams to expand and sustain the HTF. Based on the timeline for
discussing ARPA funds, staff initiated a conversation with the Housing Commission about potential
funding streams for the Housing Trust Fund at their October 25th meeting. The following potential
sources were discussed:
1. ARPA funds – Eligibility for state ARPA funds for this use appears unlikely. However, a portion
of the municipal ARPA funds could be allocated to the Housing Trust Fund. This would require
the ARPA allocated funds to be fully spent out by 2026. In order to accomplish the full spend
required, staff could potentially rewrite the HTF policy to include a grant component which
incentivizes use of Home Improvement Loans and Rehabilitation Loans to improve the quality of
the existing housing stock in Winooski.
2. Winooski Community Development budget reserves – Staff has been incrementally building
the Community Development budget reserves as a future resource for incentivizing and
assisting high priority community and economic development projects. While a large portion of
the reserves has been set aside for the development of the municipal garage construction at 17
Abenaki Way ($200,000), an additional $75,000 remains available in the reserve fund.
3. Reallocation of a portion of the Winooski Small Business Loan Fund – The Winooski Small
Business Loan Fund has been a vital support for small businesses both before and more
importantly during the COVID-19 business shutdowns. Zero interest emergency bridge loans
were made to businesses to help keep them afloat during the first weeks and months of the
pandemic. However, the fund has never come near to expending the full $250,000 available.
Currently, the fund holds an available balance of just over $206,000. The loan program may be
slightly overfunded for the community need. The Housing Commission could recommend that
$75,000 - $100,000 should be reallocated to the Housing Trust Fund.
4. An annual percentage of the TIF revenue – Upon the successful completion and retirement of
the TIF debt in FY 2025, the increased tax increment from new development in the TIF district
that was previously used to pay off the debt will become part of the general fund revenue.

Some of the revenue has been discussed to pay for the Main Street Revitalization project
without necessitating a tax increase, and a portion will be required if the community chooses to
maintain the Community and Economic Development Officer, Communications Coordinator, and
Planning and Zoning Manager positions which are all paid in part through the TIF payments to
the WCDC note, or the Equity Director position at the end of the Working Communities
Challenge Grant funding. However, even with those assumed expenses there will be additional
revenue. A small percentage of the overall additional annual tax revenue could be allocated to
grow the Housing Trust Fund. Even at a 3%-5% annual allocation, this could result in roughly
$25,000 - $50,000 being added to the HTF annually.
The Housing Commission expressed support for looking at ARPA and TIF revenues, but was not in support
of using Community Development budget reserves or a reallocation of the Winooski Small Business Loan
Fund for one time infusion of additional funds.
Evaluate effectiveness of Housing Trust Fund in addressing Master Plan housing goals, and identify
areas for policy changes
The Housing Trust Fund has not yet been rolled out to accept applications, thus the Housing
Commission is as yet unable to evaluate the impacts. There are several steps that are required prior to
roll out. Opportunities Credit Union has completed staff trainings on two of the three programs
covered by the Housing Trust Fund. The third training should be completed in November. In addition,
the application forms for the three programs must be translated into the six languages most
commonly spoken in Winooski besides English, and trainings with USCRI and AALV to explain the
programs to case managers will be held. In order to equitably provide access to these funds, the
program should not be rolled out until it is available to and inclusive of all of our community. The City
Community and Economic Development Officer and Equity Director are jointly working to organize
trainings for partner organizations.
Implement Champlain Housing Trust development agreement and support construction of Butternut
Grove
The Development Agreement, Parking Agreement and Property Transfer of the Lot 2 parcel at 32
Malletts Bay Avenue were executed between the City and Champlain Housing Trust (CHT) on July 9, 2021
after Council authorization at their June 7th meeting. Construction of “Butternut Grove”, a CHT built
perpetually affordable homeownership opportunity at the street front of the O’Brien Community Center,
commenced shortly thereafter. The project is well underway, and staff continues to work with the
contractor and O’Brien Community Center tenants to communicate the status of the project, and address
any logistical issues. The project is currently on-schedule to be completed by summer of 2022. CHT has
coordinated with City Equity Director to connect with the School Liaisons to provide workshops about the
homes, each specific to one targeted new American community with interpreters on site. Thus far two

workshops have been held, nearly 50 people have attended, and there are more workshops planned
throughout November.
Update Public Building Registry Ordinance
Staff has been discussing the need for updates to the public building registry ordinance for the last
couple of years. Updates to the registry have been identified as a Council priority for FY22. The Housing
Commission discussion to evaluate housing quality in Winooski has commenced, and will help to inform
areas of the ordinance that require changes. In addition, with a Municipal Planning Grant funded equity
audit of housing underway, this priority is currently being deferred until the audit findings are provided in
January/February of 2022. The results of the audit will guide the policy changes to the ordinance.
Evaluate Housing quality in Winooski (defined as health and safety of housing)
The Housing Commission initiated this conversation in 2020 with a dive into information about code
violations in rental properties using data collected by Winooski’s Code Enforcement Department. Using
a 56-point checklist, Code Enforcement inspects every rental property on a four-year cycle. Winooski’s
housing stock is older on average than others in Chittenden County, and some properties have
significant needs for maintenance. The highest number of violations as of the 2020 discussion were
for lead paint, which is specifically prioritized as one of the evaluation criteria for applications to the
Housing Trust Fund. In addition, the commission discussed the low number of renter complaints and
whether the City could play a role in ensuring renters feel secure in advocating for fixes to health and
safety issues. This topic was scheduled to be revisited at a future Commission meeting, to which Fire
Chief John Audy would be invited to discuss these issues further. The Commission discussed the
possibility of considering further policy changes to the HTF as a result of this discussion.
The Housing Commission work plan for this year calls for the Commission to “Evaluate housing quality in
Winooski.” Fire Chief and Director of Code Enforcement, John Audy, and Equity Director, Yas Gordon joined
the Commission to kick off the discussion at their October 2021 meeting. Chief Audy discussed some of the
intersecting issues that impact the safety and health of rental housing in Winooski. Yas Gordon discussed
the city equity audit and the specific focus on housing equity. The equity audit is projected for completion
in January/February of 2022, and will inform policy action to address findings.
Older housing stock presents unique challenges ranging from the presence of lead paint to deteriorating
structures. Housing construction safety standards continuously evolve over time. The City of Winooski has
been fortunate to employ a proactive community risk reduction approach to maintaining health and safety
in housing and commercial properties for many years. The City’s public building ordinance requires rental
and commercial properties to be annually registered with the City, and rentals in Winooski are inspected by
staff on a 4-year rotating cycle.
While Winooski is far ahead of most Vermont communities in having a public building registry and regular
inspection cycle, staff is also aware that more can be done to support our residents by ensuring the quality

of all housing in Winooski. Chief Audy identified some of the gaps that he sees and the further supports
that may be needed. The Chief urged the Commission to consider how Winooski takes care of the housing
it already has.
Assist Housing Commission with Policy Work
The Housing Commission staff liaison conferred with both Chief Audy and Equity Director, Yas Gordon,
prior to recommending several of the priority strategies for FY22. This priority reflects both staff
members’ commitment to provide reports, attend several Housing Commission meetings, and share
resources from the Code Enforcement Department and the Equity Department to support the Housing
Commission as they evaluate housing quality in Winooski.
Form Based Code Incentive Updates
Updating Form Based Code Incentives for affordable housing and energy efficiency was listed as a
priority under the Economic Vitality goals. However, the incentives specifically pertain to housing, thus
this priority more appropriately belongs under the Housing priorities. With Council’s permission, staff
proposes to shift reporting on this priority to the Housing Goal Updates. The following report is taken
directly from the first Economic Vitality Goal Update presented to City Council at the October 18 th
meeting.
As the Planning Commission continues their discussion on amendments to the Unified Land Use and
Development Regulations, there have been specific discussions related to incentives for developers.
The Form Based Code allows for one additional “bonus” story to be included with a development
project if the developer includes affordable housing or energy efficiency. As the Planning Commission
has discussed at recent meetings, the thresholds for this bonus story are low and easily achievable,
thereby reducing the positive impact realized by the City. The Planning Commission has also discussed
this from two separate angles, including:
• Is the bonus story a meaningful enough incentive to developers?
• Are the thresholds for the bonus story high enough to be beneficial to the City?
In addition, it has been noted that, while the bonus story will accommodate additional density for the
developer, this density will also require additional parking. This required parking may ultimately result
in a disincentive to the developer. Specifically, the additional parking may increase the impervious
coverage resulting in additional stormwater facilities; reduce the amount of open space that could be
provided; or simply not be feasible due to dimensional constraints of the property and other required
code elements.
The Housing Commission has provided recommendations to the Planning Commission to reduce the
required number of minimum parking spaces per residential unit as a means of encouraging housing
affordability and multi-bedroom unit construction. The Housing Commission presented the reduction

of parking minimum requirements as a means of removing what may be a significant cost barrier to
utilizing the bonus story incentive for affordable housing. The financial benefit of the bonus story may
be nullified by the added cost of constructing additional structured parking at a cost of $35,000 $45,000 per space. A reduction in required parking minimums may allow developers to take
advantage of the bonus story incentive.
The Planning Commission has discussed other incentives to offer to developers in addition to the
bonus story, however no specific decisions have been reached. Modifications to the minimum parking
requirements has been noted as one of those incentives. Ultimately, an a-la-carte system may be
identified to allow for multiple options to be utilized that will result in a common goal for both the City
and the development community.
Upcoming Council Roles







Provide guidance and feedback to the Planning Commission on priority changes to the Form Based
Code incentives
Consider and make funding decisions on Housing Commission recommendations for HTF loan
applications on an ongoing basis
Consider potential ongoing funding sources for Housing Trust Fund as part of the budget, municipal
ARPA and TIF funds discussion
Receive affordable housing monitoring report and Housing Trust Fund outcomes reporting per the
Housing Commission work plan for FY2022.
Receive annual gentrification monitoring report (January/February 2022)
Review, hold public hearings, recommend changes, and adopt revised Public Building Registry
Ordinance

Winooski Municipal Code
Chapter 9 – Housing

Chapter 9 - Housing
ARTICLE I - PURPOSE
The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the minimum housing requirements
for the City of Winooski.
ARTICLE II - TABLE OF CONTENTS
Article I
Article II
Article III

Purpose
Table of Contents
Definitions

Section 9.01
Section 9.02
Article IV

Administration and Enforcement

Section 9.03
Section 9.04
Section 9.05
Section 9.06
Section 9.07
Section 9.08
Section 9.09
Section 9.10
Section 9.11
Section 9.12
Section 9.13
Section 9.14
Article V

Short Title
Definitions

Administration of Code; Authority of Building
Inspector
Conflicts
Inspection of Dwellings, Dwelling Units, Rooming
Units and Premises.
Service of Notice of Violations.
Refusal to Obey Inspection Order; Survey
Order
Certificate of Fitness and Maximum Occupancy Load
Recording of Orders
Declaring Dwellings Unfit for Human Habitation
Copy of Order to be Furnished to Grantee
Relocation
Security Deposits

Appeals
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Article VI

Minimum Housing Standards and Requirements

Section 9.15
Section 9.16
Section 9.17
Section 9.18

Section 9.19
Section 9.20
Section 9.20.01
Section 9.21
Article VII

Conformance to Standards Required
Minimum Standards for Basic Equipment and
Facilities
Minimum Standards for Light, Ventilation and
Heating
General Requirements Relating to the Safe, and
Sanitary Maintenance of Parts of Dwellings and
Dwelling Unit
Minimum Space, Use and Location Requirements
Responsibilities of Owners and Occupants
Painted Surfaces
Authority to Raze Building/Structure

Penalties

Statutory Cross-Reference: 24 V.S.A. § 5001 et seq.
ARTICLE III - DEFINITIONS
SECTION 9.01 - SHORT TITLE
This chapter may be referred to as the "Winooski Minimum Housing Code."
SECTION 9.02 - DEFINITIONS
The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of
this chapter:
Whenever the term "dwelling," "dwelling unit," "rooming unit," "house" or
"premises," is used in this chapter, it shall be construed as though followed by
the words "or any part thereof."
BASEMENT shall mean a portion of a building located partly underground, but
having less than half of its clear floor-to-ceiling height below the average
grade of the adjoining ground.
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BUILDING INSPECTOR shall mean the legally designated building inspector of
the city or his/her designated assistant.
CELLAR shall mean a portion of a building located partly or wholly
underground, and having half or more than half of its clear floor-to-ceiling
height below the average grade of the adjoining ground.
CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS shall mean the written approval, signed by the code
enforcement officer, or duly authorized municipal official, setting forth that
the building, structure and premises comply with duly adopted life safety and
housing codes. This Certificate of Fitness is required prior to a dwelling unit or
a public building being occupied.
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY shall mean the written approval of the zoning
administrator certifying that a newly constructed structure, addition and/or
alterations to an existing structure, or an existing structure undergoing a
change in use is in full compliance with the zoning provisions of municipal bylaws, ordinances and codes adopted under the authority of the City Charter.
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER shall mean the director of code enforcement or
duly authorized municipal official.
DWELLING shall mean any building which is used or intended to be used in
whole or in part for living or sleeping by human occupants; provided that
temporary housing as hereinafter defined shall not be regarded as a dwelling.
DWELLING UNIT shall mean one (1) or more rooms arranged for the use of one
(1) or more individuals living together as a single housekeeping unit with
cooking, living, sanitary and sleeping facilities.
EXTERMINATION shall mean the control and elimination of insects, rodents or
other pests by eliminating their harborage places; by removing or making
inaccessible materials that may serve as their food; by poisoning, spraying,
fumigating, trapping; or by any other recognized and legal pest elimination
methods approved by the Building Inspector and the Vermont Department of
Health.
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FIRE CHIEF shall mean the legally designated fire chief of the city or his/her
designated assistant.
GARBAGE shall mean the animal and vegetable waste resulting from the
handling, preparation, cooking and consumption of food.
HABITABLE ROOM shall mean a room or enclosed floor space used or intended
to be used for living, sleeping, cooking or eating purposes excluding
bathrooms, water closet compartments, laundries, pantries, foyers or
hallways, closets, recreation rooms (but not excluding living rooms), private
workshops or hobby rooms and storage spaces.
INFESTATION shall mean the presence, within or around a dwelling, of any
insects, rodents or other pests.
OCCUPANT shall mean any person living, sleeping, cooking or eating in or
having the actual possession of a dwelling unit or rooming unit.
OPERATOR shall mean any person who has the charge, care or control of a
building, or part thereof, in which dwelling units or rooming units are let.
OWNER shall mean the owner or owners of the freehold of the premises or
lessor estate therein, a mortgagee or vendee in possession, assignee of rents,
receiver, executor, trustee, lessee or other person, firm or corporation in
control of a building or any duly authorized agent thereof.
PERSON INTERESTED shall mean and include any individual, firm, corporation,
association, partnership, company or organization of any type.
PLUMBING shall mean and include all the following supplied facilities and
equipment: Gas pipes, gas-burning equipment, water pipes, water closets,
sinks, installed dishwashers, lavatories, bathtubs, shower baths, installed
clothes-washing machines, catch basins, drains, vents and other similar
supplied fixtures, together with all connections to water, sewer or gas lines.
PUBLIC BUILDING as defined in Title 20 § 2730 of Vermont Statute Annotated.
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RUBBISH shall mean nonputrescible solid wastes (excluding ashes), consisting
of both combustible and noncombustible wastes, such as paper, cardboard, tin
cans, yard clippings, wood, glass, bedding, crockery and similar materials.
SUPPLIED shall mean installed, furnished or provided by the owner or operator
at his expense.
TEMPORARY HOUSING shall mean any tent, trailer or similar structure which is
used for human shelter.
ARTICLE IV - ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
SECTION 9.03 - ADMINISTRATION OF CODE
It shall be the duty of the code enforcement officer to administer the housing
code. Said officer is authorized to inspect all dwelling structures and to order
any repairs or additional facilities necessary to meet code standards. He is
authorized to condemn dwellings that are unfit for human habitation, and in
that situation, the owner of the condemned building must comply with the
minimum standards, or cease using the building for dwelling purposes.
SECTION 9.04 - CONFLICTS
In any case where a provision of this chapter is found to be in conflict with a
provision of any zoning, building, fire, safety, health or other ordinance or
code of the city, the provision which established the higher standard for the
promotion and protection of the health and safety of the people shall prevail.
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SECTION 9.05 - INSPECTION OF DWELLINGS, DWELLING UNITS, ROOMING
UNITS AND PREMISES
The code enforcement officer is hereby authorized and directed to make
inspections to determine the condition of dwellings, dwelling units, rooming
units and premises located within the city, in order that s/he may perform
his/her duty of safeguarding the health and safety of the occupants of
dwellings and of the general public. For the purpose of making such
inspections, the Building Inspector is hereby authorized to enter, examine and
survey at all reasonable times all dwellings, dwelling units, rooming units and
premises.
SECTION 9.06 - SERVICE OF NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS
Whenever the code enforcement officer determines that there has been a
violation of any provision of this chapter, s/he shall give notice of such
violation to the owner and occupants of said building by letter sent by
registered mail to the last known address of said owner and occupants, and
any holder of any recorded interest in said property, listing the defects, the
necessary repairs which are to be made and giving the owner a stated period
of time to make these repairs. Said notice shall also notify the occupants of
the building that it will be necessary for them to vacate the building if the
necessary repairs are not made. Each occupant of a dwelling or dwelling unit
shall give the owner thereof, or his/her agent or employee, access to any part
of such dwelling or dwelling unit or its premises at all reasonable times for the
purpose of making such repairs and/or alterations as are necessary to effect
compliance with the provisions of this chapter or any lawful order issued
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.
SECTION 9.07 - REFUSAL TO OBEY INSPECTION ORDER; SURVEY
When an owner, agent or other person interested in property deemed unfit by
an inspection as set forth in sections 9.05 and 9.06, and notified as provided
therein, fails, refuses or neglects to comply with the requirements of such
order within the time limited, a careful survey of the premises shall be made
by a board consisting of the chief of the fire department, the city health
officer and one (1) disinterested person to be chosen by the other two (2)
board members and who shall be a person
6
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knowledgeable in at least one (1) area in which the property is deficient. A
report of such survey shall be made by each member of the board to the
director of code enforcement and copies of such reports shall be forwarded to
the owner and occupants of the building, by registered mail.
SECTION 9.08 - ORDER
Upon completion of the survey and sending of the reports, as set forth in
section 9.06, the code enforcement officer shall, if such action is indicated as
necessary by the survey, order the occupants of said building to vacate the
building, and take such other actions as are necessary to bring about
compliance with said order.
SECTION 9.09 - CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, FITNESS AND MAXIMUM
OCCUPANCY LOAD
A. All existing rental properties and public buildings as defined under
Vermont State Statues will be required to have a "Certificate of
Occupancy" issued by the City filed in the land records before it can
be occupied once it has become vacant, changed occupants, use
and/or ownership.
B. No new structure or addition can be occupied without first obtaining
a "Certificate of Fitness" from the code enforcement officer, or
successor, and a "Certificate of Occupancy" from the city zoning
administrator.
C. All existing rental properties and public buildings not having a
"Certificate of Fitness" on file in the city land records shall be
inspected by the city, upon a vacancy, change of use or ownership,
and/or a complaint concerning health and safety issues, from, but
not limited to, the occupant, neighbors, landlord or property owner.
D. A property owner or his/her agent shall notify, during normal
working hours the city that a rental dwelling unit and/or a public
building vacancy exists and shall schedule an inspection.
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E. The city code enforcement officer, shall inspect for compliance
under the adopted Winooski Municipal Code, the specified rental
dwelling unit, and/or a public building upon an agreed scheduled
time during the normal working hours of the city code enforcement
officer unless such agreement and arrangement causes undue
hardship upon the property owner or his agent, in which case the
agreement and arrangement for the inspection may be mutually
agreed upon. Failure to mutually agree upon and arrange for the
inspection shall be construed that the property owner or his/her
agent has failed to comply with the requirements of this chapter and
will be in violation of Winooski Municipal Code.
F. Upon completion of the inspection, the code enforcement officer
shall:
1. Cause an inspection report citing specific violations of this
chapter and any other city ordinance to be sent to the last
known address of the property owner or his agent.
G. If an inspection report citing a violation is issued for health, safety,
inhabitability or imminent danger, occupancy of the dwelling shall
not be permitted until such time as to the issuance of a Certificate of
Fitness and maximum occupancy load is issued by the city.
H. Any aggrieved person shall follow the appeal procedures as outlined
in Title 24 § 5005 of Vermont Statutes Annotated.
SECTION 9.10 - RECORDING OF ORDERS
Any order provided for in this chapter shall be recorded in the office of the city
clerk and indexed as a part of the land records. The order shall thereby be
effective against any purchaser, mortgagee, attaching creditor, lienholder or
other person whose claim or interest in the property arises subsequent to the
recording of the order. The code enforcement officer, upon finding that any
order issued under this chapter has been complied with, shall issue forthwith a
cancellation of the order. The cancellation shall be seconded in the office of
the city clerk and indexed as a part of the land records.
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SECTION 9.11 - DECLARING DWELLINGS UNFIT FOR HUMAN HABITATION
A. Whenever any dwellings or dwelling premises are found by the code
enforcement officer to be unfit for human habitation because of
defects which constitute a serious hazard or immediate peril to the
health, safety or welfare of the occupants of the dwelling or the
public, the code enforcement officer may:
1. Order the dwelling or dwelling premises to be vacated and
secured until such time as s/he determines that the dwelling is
again fit for human habitation;
2. Order the repair, alteration or improvement of the dwelling
or dwelling premises except that the owner shall have the
right to vacate and secure the dwelling or dwelling premises
within seven (7) days after receipt of the order by the owner
or the owner's agent; or
3. Initiate demolition proceedings pursuant to Chapter 83 of
Title 24 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated.
SECTION 9.12 - COPY OF ORDER TO BE FURNISHED TO GRANTEE
The owner of any dwelling which has been found by the code enforcement
officer to be unfit for human habitation shall not sell, transfer, mortgage,
lease or otherwise dispose thereof until the owner has furnished the intended
grantee, mortgagee or lessee a true copy of the order and has notified the
code enforcement officer, in writing, of his/her intent to sell, transfer,
mortgage, lease or otherwise dispose of the dwelling, or until the code
enforcement officer has found that the conditions causing the dwelling to be
unfit for human habitation have been corrected. A transferee, mortgagee or
lessee who has received actual notice or constructive notice shall be bound by
the order on the date of the transfer, mortgage or lease without service of
further notice upon him/her by the city.
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SECTION 9.13 - RELOCATION
A. In the event that any person is displaced from a dwelling or dwelling
unit by enforcement of this chapter, including, but not limited to any
suspension or revocation of certificate pursuant to this chapter unless it
is reasonably determined by the enforcing agency that the tenant is
responsible for the circumstance(s) that led to the order for relocation,
the owner shall be responsible for paying the costs of relocation of the
displaced person or persons.
B. Notice of the displacement and relocation costs shall be given to the
owner, or to the agent, administrator or executor of the owner, in the
same manner as that provided for service of orders of this chapter.
C. Costs shall include all reasonable costs of relocation of the displaced
person or persons, including, but not limited to, moving expenses,
required security deposits, required utility deposits and pro rata portion
of any rent paid by the tenant for the month during which the
relocation occurs.
D. If the owner fails to pay the relocation costs within three (3) business
days from the date of receipt of the notice of the costs or the date of
posting of the costs, whichever is earliest, the city shall pay such costs
and the costs and charges incurred shall constitute a lien upon the land
upon which the dwelling or dwelling unit is situated, and shall be
enforced within the time and in the manner provided for the collection
of taxes on land.
SECTION 9.14 - [RESERVED.]
ARTICLE V - APPEALS
All appeals will be in accordance with the provisions of Title 24 § 5005 of Vermont
Statutes Annotated.
Statutory Cross-Reference: 24 VSA § 5005
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ARTICLE VI - MINIMUM HOUSING STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS
SECTION 9.15 - CONFORMANCE TO STANDARDS REQUIRED
No person shall occupy as owner-occupant or let to another for occupancy
any dwelling or dwelling unit, for the purpose of living therein, which does not
comply with the requirements of this article.
SECTION 9.16 - MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR BASIC EQUIPMENT AND
FACILITIES
A. COOKING FACILITIES; SINK. Every dwelling unit shall contain a room
or space for a stove or other cooking facilities, space for dry food
storage and space for refrigerated food storage, and shall include a
kitchen sink installed. The sink shall be in good working condition
and properly connected to a hot and cold running water system
under pressure and a sewer system, said sink and systems shall be
installed and maintained in a manner prescribed by ordinances, rules
and regulations of the city.
B. BATHROOM FIXTURES. Every dwelling unit shall be equipped with a
complete bathroom fixture group consisting of a flush water closet,
lavatory basin and bathtub or shower in one (1) room in good
working condition, and installed and maintained in a manner
prescribed by ordinances, rules and regulations of the city. Said
fixture group shall be properly connected to an approved sewer
system and to an approved hot and cold running water system
under pressure, except that the flush water closet shall be
connected to an approved sewer system and to an approved cold
running water system under pressure. The flush water closet,
lavatory basin and bathtub or shower need not be installed in the
same room, but said room shall afford privacy to a person within
said room.
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C. GARBAGE, RUBBISH AND SANITARY
1. Facilities
a. Garbage and rubbish that is placed outside a dwelling
or rooming house shall be stored in durable, cleanable,
watertight receptacles with properly fitting covers.
b. The owner of any dwelling or rooming house shall
provide and maintain appropriate receptacles for the
removal of garbage and rubbish.
2. Collection of Garbage and Rubbish
a. The owner of any dwelling or rooming house shall
assure that arrangements are made for the removal of
garbage and rubbish.
b. Garbage and rubbish shall be removed from dwellings
and rooming houses as often as is necessary to
maintain a sanitary structure, not less than once every
week.
3. Responsibilities
a. Owner Responsibilities: The owner of every dwelling or
rooming house shall be responsible for maintaining in a
clean and sanitary condition free of garbage or rubbish
all common areas as well as any other part of the
premises not used as a dwelling space.
b. Occupant Responsibilities: The occupant of every
dwelling unit or rooming unit shall be responsible for
maintaining in a clean and sanitary condition and free
of garbage or rubbish that part of the premises which
he or she exclusively occupies.
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D. WATER HEATERS. The water heating facilities necessary to provide
the hot water required under this chapter shall be properly installed and
connected to the hot waterlines required under these subsections; shall
be maintained in safe and good working conditions; and shall be
capable of heating water to such a temperature as to permit an
adequate amount of water to be drawn at every required kitchen sink,
lavatory, basin, bathtub or shower at a temperature of not less than
one hundred twenty (120) degrees Fahrenheit.
SECTION 9.17 - MINIMUM STANDARS FOR LIGHT, VENTILATION AND
HEATING
A. LIGHTING. Every habitable room shall have at least one (1) window of
approved size facing directly to the outdoors or to a court. The
minimum total window area, measured between stops, for every
habitable room shall be ten (10) percent of the floor area of such,
except in kitchens where artificial light may be provided in accordance
with the provisions of the basic building code.
B. VENTILATION. Every habitable room shall have at least one (1)
window which can easily be opened, or such other device as will
adequately ventilate the room. The total of the operable window area in
every habitable room shall be equal to at least forty-five (45) percent of
the minimum aggregate glass area of the window as required in this
section, except where there is supplied some other device affording
adequate ventilation and approved by the building inspector.
C. BATHROOM LIGHTING AND VENTILATION. Every bathroom and water
closet compartment shall comply with the light and ventilation
requirements for habitable rooms contained in this section, except
where the bathroom of the water closet compartment is adequately
ventilated by a ventilation system which is kept in continuous or
automatic operation and approved by the code enforcement officer.
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D. ELECTRICAL SERVICE. Every dwelling unit and all public and common
areas shall be supplied with electrical service, which shall be properly
installed, shall be maintained in a good and safe working condition and
shall be connected to the source of electric power in a manner required
by the National Electrical Code.
E. HEATERS. Shall comply with the current fire and building code as
adopted by the Vermont Department of Public Safety.
1. Every central heating unit and/or central hot water heating
unit shall comply with the current minimum housing code
adopted by the Vermont Department of Health.
F. SCREENING. Screening will be provided to meet the minimum housing
code adopted by the Vermont Department of Health.
G. SCREENING OF BASEMENT OR CELLAR WINDOWS. Every basement
or cellar window used or interested to be used for ventilation, and every
other opening to a basement which might provide entry for rodents or
other pests, shall be supplied with a screen or such other device as will
effectively prevent their entrance.
SECTION 9.18 - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO SAFE AND
SANITARY MAINTENANCE OF PARTS OF DWELLINGS AND DWELLING UNITS
A. FOUNDATIONS, WALLS, ETC. Every foundation, floor, wall, ceiling
and roof shall be reasonably weather tight, watertight and rodent
proof, shall be capable of affording privacy and shall be kept in good
repair.
B. WINDOWS, DOORS, ETC. Every window, exterior door and basement
hatchway shall be reasonably weather tight, watertight and rodent
proof, and shall be kept in sound working condition and good repair.
C. GENERAL MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS. Every dwelling unit,
auxiliary building and every appurtenance to said dwelling unit or
auxiliary building shall be maintained and kept in sound condition
and good repair.
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D. PLUMBING FIXTURES AND PIPES. Every plumbing fixture and water
and waste pipe shall be properly installed and maintained in a good
sanitary working condition, free from defects, leaks and obstructions
in accordance with the current minimum housing code adopted by
the Vermont Department of Health.
E. BATHROOM AND KITCHEN NON-ABSORBENT SURFACES. The floor
and counter surfaces of every bathroom and kitchen in dwelling
units and rooming houses shall be constructed and maintained to be
a smooth, non-corrosive, non-absorbent and waterproof covering.
This shall not prohibit the use of wood for floors in kitchens but must
have a water resistant finish and have no cracks to allow the
accumulation of dirt and food, or the harborage of insects.
F. DRAINAGE OF RAINWATER. All rainwater shall be so drained and
conveyed from every roof so as not to cause dampness in the walls,
ceilings or floors of any habitable room, bathroom or water closet
compartment.
G. EQUIPMENT TO BE MAINTAINED. Every supplied facility, piece of
equipment or utility which is required under this chapter shall be so
constructed or installed that it will function safely and effectively,
and shall be maintained in a satisfactory working condition.
H. SERVICES NOT TO BE CUT OFF. No owner, operator or occupant
shall cause any service, facility, equipment or utility which is
required under this chapter to be removed from or shut off from or
discontinued for any occupied dwelling let or occupied by him,
except for such temporary interruption as may be necessary while
actual repairs or alterations are in process, or during temporary
emergencies when discontinuance of service is approved by the city.
The building owner will be responsible for continuing any service
required by this chapter.
I. LETTING, UNCLEAN, UNSANITARY PLACES PROHIBITED. No owner
shall occupy or let to any other occupant, any vacant dwelling unit
unless it is clean, sanitary and fit for human occupancy.
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SECTION 9.19 - MINIMUM SPACE, USE AND LOCATION REQUIREMENTS
A. FLOOR SPACE IN SLEEPING AREAS. Every room occupied for
sleeping purposes shall contain the following usable floor space:
1. Each room occupied for sleeping purposes must have a
minimum of 70 square feet, with an additional 50 square feet
each occupant in excess of two. If the occupancy of any room
or dwelling unit exceeds the minimum square footage
requirements, the Code Official may order the number of
persons sleeping or living in said room or dwelling unit to be
reduced.
2. Additional sleeping areas that meet the minimum of 70
square feet shall be allowable if approved by the Code
Enforcement Officer. Any such approval shall be limited to
one (1) additional approved sleeping area, not to exceed two
(2) additional people and be limited to persons who have
lease rights in the premises. All other life safety and minimum
housing regulations apply.
B. CEILING HEIGHT. The ceiling height in any room shall not be less
than seven and one-half (7 1/2) feet.
C. USE OF CELLAR SPACE. No cellar space shall be used as a habitable
room or dwelling unit unless it conforms to established life safety
requirements.
D. FLOOR SPACE. Every dwelling unit shall contain at least one hundred
fifty (150) square feet of floor area for the first occupant thereof
and at least one hundred (100) additional square feet of floor space
for every additional occupant thereof, the floor space to be
calculated on the basis of the total habitable room area.
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SECTION 9.20 - RESPONSIBILITIES OF OWNERS AND OCCUPANTS
A. The following responsibilities of owners and occupants are in
addition to those specified elsewhere throughout this chapter:
1. Every owner of a public building as defined shall be
responsible for maintaining in a clean and sanitary condition
the shared or common area of the dwelling and premises
thereof.
2. Every occupant of a dwelling or dwelling unit shall keep in a
clean and sanitary condition that part of the dwelling, dwelling
unit and premises thereof which s/he occupies and controls.
3. Every occupant of a dwelling or dwelling unit shall dispose of
all his/her rubbish in a clean and sanitary manner by placing it
in the rubbish containers required by section 9.16(C).
4. Every occupant of a dwelling or dwelling unit shall comply
with current Chittenden County Solid Waste ordinances and
Universal Recycling Law for the State of Vermont.
5. Every owner or agent of any building containing any dwelling
unit shall be responsible for the extermination of any insects,
rodents, or other pests whenever any such infestation exists.
The owner shall ensure that any infestation is professionally
exterminated and that every effort is made to limit
reinfestation.
6. Every occupant of a dwelling unit shall keep all plumbing
fixtures therein in a clean and sanitary condition and shall be
responsible for the exercise of reasonable care in the proper
use and operation thereof.
7. Every owner of a public building and/or rental dwelling unit
shall be ultimately responsible for the removal or disposal of
accumulated rubbish, garbage or organic wastes left or
accumulated on the premises after reasonable notice to the
17
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owner that the condition exists by the code enforcement
officer. In the event of an owner's failure to comply with the
order of the code enforcement officer, to remove or dispose
of accumulated rubbish, garbage or organic wastes, the city
may abate or remove the accumulation and charge the costs
of said removal to the owner of the premises. Nothing in this
section is to prohibit tenants from making their own
arrangements to provide rubbish and garbage removal nor to
prohibit the landlord from charging tenants for the removal of
such materials if that arrangement is made between the
parties.
SECTION 9.20.01 - PAINTED SURFACES
A. In non-rental housing, no person shall disturb more than one (1)
square foot of lead-based paint by failing to use one (1) or more of the
following lead-safe work practices:
1. Limiting access to interior and exterior work areas;
2. Enclosing interior work areas with plastic sheathing or
other effective lead dust barrier;
3. Using protective clothing;
4. Misting painted surfaces before disturbing paint;
5. Wetting paint debris before sweeping to limit dust
creation; and
6. Any other measure required by the city or the Vermont
Department of Health.
B. The owner(s) of any rental/public building shall comply with all lead
abatement requirements of the federal Residential Lead-Based Paint
Hazard Reduction Act of 1992, as amended or replaced, and the
regulations of the Vermont Department of Health.
C. If a violation of this section is found, the code enforcement officer
shall issue an order to cease and desist the prohibited practice, remove
all visible paint chips and clean the affected area using the safe
cleaning methods approved by the Vermont Department of Health.
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SECTION 9.21. - AUTHORITY TO RAZE BUILDING/STRUCTURE
Any building left in an extended state of gross disrepair and abandonment
(more than ninety days) may be torn down by the city at a cost to the owner.
In the event of a fire or other natural catastrophe, this ordinance may be
waived for a period of up to one hundred eighty (180) days.
ARTICLE VII - PENALTIES
A. Unless otherwise stated, any violation of this chapter shall be a civil violation
and subject to civil penalties and enforcement as provided for in Chapter 1,
Section 1.11 of the Winooski City Code.
B. For each day that the owner, occupant or responsible person fails to comply
with an order issued under this chapter, they shall be subject to a fine of fifty
dollars ($50.00) per day. Each day's refusal or neglect shall constitute a
separate offense for this purpose.
C. The imposition of the penalties herein prescribed shall not preclude the city
from instituting an appropriate action or proceeding to prevent an unlawful
erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair conversion,
maintenance or use, or to prevent the occupancy of a building, structure or
premises, or to prevent an illegal act, conduct, business or use in or about any
premises.
Statutory Cross-Reference: 24 VSA § 1974 a.
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Chapter 17 - Public Building Registry
ARTICLE I - PURPOSE
It is the purpose of this ordnance to set forth the type of buildings, schedule,
certificate(s) and fees required for those buildings subject to the Public Building
Registry.
ARTICLE II - TABLE OF CONTENTS
Article I
Article II
Article III
Article IV

Purpose
Table of Contents
Definitions
Public Building Registry

Section 17.01
Section 17.02
Section 17.03
Section 17.04
Section 17.05
Section 17.06
Section 17.07
Section 17.08
Section 17.09
Section 17.10
Section 17.11

Registry Required
Administration
Registry Information Required
Inspection Cycle
Inspection Requirements
Scheduling Inspection
Certificate of Fitness
Issuance of Certificates and Terms of Inspections
Issuance of a Conditional Certificate
Fees
Fines and Penalties

ARTICLE III - DEFINITIONS
BUILDING INSPECTOR shall mean the duly appointed building inspector of the City or
his/her designated assistant.
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER shall mean the Director of Code Enforcement or duly
authorized municipal official.
CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS shall mean the written approval, signed by the Code
Enforcement Officer, or duly authorized municipal official, setting forth that
1
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the building, structure and premises comply with duly adopted life safety and
housing codes. This Certificate of Fitness is required prior to a dwelling unit, or a
public building, to be occupied.
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY shall mean the written approval of the Zoning
Administrator certifying that a newly constructed structure, addition and or
alterations to an existing structure, or an existing structure undergoing a
change in use is in full compliance with the zoning provisions of Municipal By-laws,
Ordinances and Codes adopted under the authority of the City Charter.
OWNER shall mean the owner or owners of the freehold of the premises or lessor
estate therein, a mortgagee or vendee in possession, assignee of rents, receiver,
executor, trustee, lessee or other person, firm or corporation in control of a building
or any duly authorized agent thereof.
PUBLIC BUILDING is as defined in 20 V.S.A. § 2730.
ARTICLE IV - PUBLIC BUILDING REGISTRY
SECTION 17.01 - REGISTRY REQUIRED
A. The City of Winooski Code Enforcement Department is responsible
for ensuring that all public buildings, as defined in 20 V.S.A. § 2730,
in the City of Winooski are maintained at established and adopted
standards to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the
occupants.
B. The Winooski Minimum Housing Code requires that a Certificate of
Fitness be issued prior to the occupancy of any public building or
residential rental dwelling unit within the city. All public building
and/or residential rental property owners shall file a yearly Registry
Application identifying their public buildings subject to the inspection
requirements in the City of Winooski.
Statutory Cross-Reference: 20 V.S.A. § 2730.
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SECTION 17.02. - ADMINISTRATION
A. Administration and enforcement is the responsibility of the Winooski

Code Enforcement Office. Enforcement will be provided by any duly
authorized municipal official.
B. All records, including inspection reports, records of complaints

received and investigated, and plans for inspections of public
buildings, shall be available for public inspection.
SECTION 17.03 - REGISTRY INFORMATION REQUIRED
A. Public building property owners must provide the following
information to the department:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The address of the property.
The number of units at that address.
The mailing address of each unit.
The number of bedrooms, if applicable.
The name, address and phone number of the property
owner, corporation, or registered corporate agent.
6. The name, address and phone number of any managing
agent.
7. The name, address and phone number of a local
emergency contact located in Chittenden County and/or a
designated person within the state responsible for services
on the property.
B. Upon purchase or transfer of each property containing one or more
residential rental units, the purchaser shall file a new landlord
registration application.
C. Prior to occupancy of any newly constructed rental unit or any
conversion of the use to a rental unit, the owner shall file an
application for landlord registration with the enforcement
department.
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D. It shall be a violation of City codes for an owner of any public
building within the city to fail to register as required by this section.
E. Property owners shall have a continuing obligation to notify the City
of any changes in the information required above during the periods
between filings of the landlord registration application.
SECTION 17.04 - INSPECTION CYCLE
A. All public buildings are subject to inspection pursuant to this Chapter.
Every four (4) years, a life safety and housing code inspection for
each residential rental dwelling unit is required. A Certificate of
Fitness will be issued based on the results of the inspection, as
appropriate.
B. All other public buildings, as defined, will be inspected on an annual
basis.
SECTION 17.05 - INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS
A. The Code Enforcement Officer shall make scheduled, periodic
inspections of all public buildings and/or residential rental dwelling
units within the city.
B. The following buildings may be excluded from periodic inspection
with approval of the City:
1. Public Buildings owned by a government agency that
conducts annual inspections under the HUD (Housing and
Urban Development) Program.
2. Buildings owned by nonprofit organizations under housing
requirements and inspected by another government
authority.
3. Buildings owned by individuals, corporations, partnerships
or organizations that are subject to inspections by another
government authority.
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C. All buildings that are excluded from this program as pursuant to
Section 13.05(B) shall provide an inspection report, which has been
performed by a Certified Fire Inspector I or equivalent, to the City for
approval. The issuance of a Certificate of Fitness for these structures
and such documents shall be recorded in the City Land Records.
SECTION 17.06 - SCHEDULING INSPECTION
A. The Code Enforcement Office shall schedule with the property
owner or his / her agent the date and time of the life safety and
housing code inspection. The owner or the agent shall arrange for
the inspection within sixty days of the initial request, and shall
provide the occupant(s) with notice of an inspection not less than
forty-eight (48) hours prior to the actual inspections as provided in 9
V.S.A. § 4460 for residential rental units. During the inspection, the
owner shall provide access to the rental units and all common areas,
including basements and other spaces.
B. If an inspection does not occur within two months of the first (1st)
request for any reason other than delay on the part of the Code
Enforcement Office, it shall constitute a violation of this ordinance
subject to forfeiture and / or withdrawal of any Certificate of
Fitness.
C. If the Code Enforcement Officer has reason to believe that an
emergency situation exists tending to create an immediate danger
to the health, welfare or safety of the occupants of any dwelling unit
or the general public, he/she may enter, examine and inspect the
public building unit at any time.
D. Persons requesting inspections for buildings lacking a valid
Certificate of Occupancy recorded in the land records in order to
refinance or to transfer ownership of the property will do so in
writing. These out-of-cycle inspections will be scheduled as soon as
possible and no later than sixty (60) days from receipt of a written
request.
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SECTION 17.07 - CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS
A. It shall be a violation of the Winooski Minimum Housing Code for an

owner of a public building unit within the city that is subject to
inspections pursuant to this chapter to rent or allow any person to
occupy any public building without a Certificate of Fitness.
B. Certificates of Occupancy will not be issued for public buildings

without current Public Building Registry Applications and a current
Certificate of Fitness on file in the land records.
SECTION 17.08 - ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES AND TERMS OF INSPECTIONS
A. Upon completion of the initial inspection, if a public building is found
to be in compliance with the life safety and housing codes and all
other adopted applicable Federal, State, and Municipal Codes, the
Code Enforcement Officer shall issue a Certificate of Fitness, which
shall expire four (4) years from the date of issuance for residential
rental dwelling units and every year for all other public buildings.
B. Upon completion of the initial inspection of a residential rental
dwelling, if an individual unit is cited for five (5) or less minor non
life-threatening violations of the life safety and housing codes, and
if violations have been corrected within the time set for compliance,
the Code Enforcement Officer shall issue a Certificate of Fitness
which shall expire four (4) years from the date of issuance.
C. Upon completion of the initial inspection of a residential rental
dwelling, if any individual unit is cited for more than five (5) minor
non life-threatening violations of life safety and housing codes, the
department shall issue a conditional Certificate of Fitness for that
public building, which shall expire within, and no more than one (1)
year from the date of issuance.
D. There shall be no fee for follow-up inspections for verification by the
Code Enforcement Officer that corrective actions have been
completed.
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E. Upon completion of the initial or any subsequent inspection of a
public building, if any individual unit is cited for any of the following
conditions the Code Enforcement Officer shall declare the dwelling
unit uninhabitable and deny the issuance of a Certificate of Fitness:
1. The physical condition or use of any public building
constitutes a public nuisance;
2. Any physical condition, use or occupancy of any public
building or its appurtenances that is considered an
attractive nuisance to children, including, but not limited
to, abandoned vehicles, appliances, basements and unsafe
fences and structures;
3. Any public building that has unsanitary sewage or
plumbing facilities;
4. Any public building that is designated as unsafe for human
habitation or use;
5. Any public building that is manifestly capable of being a
fire hazard or is manifestly unsafe or unsecured so as to
endanger life, limb or property;
6. Any public building dwelling from which the plumbing,
heating, fire protection systems, fire detection systems, or
other facilities required by law have been removed, or
from which utilities have been disconnected, destroyed,
removed, or rendered ineffective, or the required
precautions against trespassers have not been provided;
7. Any public building that is unsanitary or which is littered
with rubbish or garbage, or which has an uncontrolled
growth of weeds, or which has nests or exhibits insects,
pests, or rodents;
8. Any public building that is in a state of dilapidation,
deterioration or decay; faulty construction; overcrowded;
open, vacant or abandoned; damaged by fire to the extent
of not providing shelter; in danger of collapse or failure
and dangerous to anyone on or near the dwelling.
9. Any public building that is determined to be a health
hazard, i.e., high carbon monoxide levels, unmitigated lead
paint hazard, poisons present, and improper storage of
flammables.
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F. The department shall issue a Certificate of Fitness for a term of four
(4) years for a newly constructed residential rental dwelling unit and
one (1) year for all other public buildings, upon final inspection of the
duly authorized municipal official.
G. Nothing in this section shall preclude the inspection of said public
building more frequently than the term of the Certificate of Fitness.
H. A Certificate of Fitness may be revoked if a subsequent inspection
finds that any public building unit is no longer in compliance with the
provisions of the Minimum Housing Code.
I. Prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Fitness, all registration and
additional inspection fees shall be paid to the City.
J. The City retains the right to require public buildings be subject to a
more frequent inspection cycle for repeat violations and
noncompliance.
SECTION 17.09 - ISSUANCE OF A CONDITIONAL CERTIFICATE
The City may issue a Conditional Certificate of Fitness whenever the Code
Enforcement Officer is unable to inspect a public building unit after the
expiration of an existing certificate, or more time is required to remedy a
minor code violation cited on an inspection report, when the inability to
inspect is not due to obstruction by the property owner or agent.

SECTION 17.10 - FEES
As prescribed in Winooski City Ordinance, Chapter 28; Code Enforcement
Department.
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SECTION 17.11 - FINES AND PENALTIES
A. Unless otherwise stated, any violation of this Chapter shall be a civil
violation and subject to civil penalties and enforcement as provided for
in Chapter 1, Section 1.11 of Winooski City Code.
Statutory Cross-Reference: 24 V.S.A. § 1974a
B. In addition, if the City determines that a person has failed to pay the
registration fee due under this section, the City of Winooski shall mail to
such person a statement showing the balance due and shall add thereto
a twenty-five ($25.00) late payment fee plus interest at a rate of
twelve (12%) percent per year. The unpaid balance and penalty shall be
subject to interest at a rate of twelve (12%) percent per year from the
due date until the date of payment.
C. The charges levied in this chapter shall constitute a lien upon the
property on which the rental unit is situated and may be enforced
within the time and manner provided for collection of taxes on property
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